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MONTHLY NEWS AND REPORTS
In the next couple of months we will see changes to the Friends of Steenbok representatives on the
Committee as we say farewell to Dennis Boyd, Letti Bensely, Ingrid Meter, Diana Stromberg and say hello
to Fran de Jager and Tony Richards.
Letti was our horticulturist, and she was instrumental in updating flora species on our website.
She will be spending her free time with the schooling of her daughter, Clare.
Ingrid was constantly inventing ways to recruit new members. She was always on hand to give advice
and to help with brainstorming new projects. She tried her hand at everything including posting articles
about interesting flora that she had found on her many walks.
Diana was recruited by Roger Voysey six years ago. She has been
involved in all aspects of the Reserve – as Roger’s Deputy,
arranging the LI Festival Stall, authoring and editing the Friends
Recipe Book and Look Deep Into Nature children's activity book.
She was responsible for many children’s nature appreciation.
Diana stays on as a Trustee of the Steenbok Nature Reserve
Trust.
Dennis was in charge of the infrastructure maintenance
portfolio. He is still very active on the greater seawall project.
After having holidayed in Knysna for many years, Fran and Deon de Jager have moved permanently to
Leisure Isle from Gauteng. She brings 15 years of committee experience from Westcliff and a wealth of
project input as commercial and domestic interior décor on projects such as the Four Seasons in the
Serengeti, Dar es Salaam, Zanzibar and the Westcliff Hotel. She will be taking on the Membership and
Fundraising portfolios.

On the Horticulture side, I will be ably assisted by Tony Richards, owner of Highveld Horticulture.
Highveld Horticulture has run the gardens at OR Tambo for 17 years. They have been involved with
Summercon for 28 years. Tony and I will work with Ivy Gardens to ensure the Reserve retains the high
level of care the previous committee members put in place.
We hope that Dennis, Diana, Ingrid and Letti take pleasure in the many hours of free time they can
now enjoy!

Chairman of the Steenbok Nature Reserve Trust
Along with the other changes in the committee we
have a change in the position of Chairman of the
Trust as well!
Keith Hollis has been Chairman of the Trust since
2007, when he took over as Chairman from Brian
Steele (below)!
Keith commented “Roger Voysey was the one who
created the Nature Reserve and ran it successfully
for ±15 years making it the very special place it is
today”. Roger therefore made it very easy to
perform the chairmanship duties!”

Brian Steele, a chartered accountant by
background, has succeeded Keith as Chairman of
the Trust. Brian was the first chairman of the
Northern Shores Development Foundation (since
renamed Steenbok Nature Reserve Trust) since it
was constituted.
His career was mainly in the food and
pharmaceutical industries and he was Financial
Director of several large, listed companies. After
his retirement, he held a number of Nonexecutive Directorships
His association with Knysna and Leisure Island
goes back many years as both his grandparents
and his parents owned holiday homes on the
Island. He had the privilege to spend many,
many holidays here and ultimately owned his
first house on Leisure Island in 1992.
Brian and his wife, Judy, moved here permanently at the end of 2004. His extracurricular activities
mainly revolve around his love for golf and fishing which he still manages to keep up in his retirement.
Brian says “It has been a great pleasure for him to have been involved with all the Friends of
Steenbok Nature Reserve in protecting this unique area and he is now looking forward to renewing
his association”

MANAGEMENT PLAN 2021
Over the last 4 months, the committee has been putting in many hours to re-writing the Management
Plan. Previously written by Roger Voysey, it was decided this time to allow each portfolio holder to write
their own plans for their area of responsibility on the Reserve.

BACKGROUND TO THE MANAGEMENT PLAN
The Leisure Isle Residents Association (LIRA) is required to prepare an annual Management Plan for
Steenbok Nature Reserve, which it manages jointly with the Knysna Municipality. The Plan sets out the
program for the year ahead, for approval and then for mid-year review. It keeps the stakeholders (LIRA,
KM, SANParks and Trust) informed.
OUR VISION
SNR inspires people to value, nurture and protect natural environments
OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

We inspire people to value and protect natural environments by creating opportunities to experience,
engage, enjoy and learn
OUR VALUES
Respect for the environment and all with whom we engage
Integrity in our operations, educational and scientific endeavours
Inclusion and diversity
Transparency in all that we do
Accountability to all parties

FINANCIALS
The Reserve’s financial affairs are overseen by the Friends of Steenbok Nature Reserve Trust. An annual
budget has been prepared by the Management Committee.
The Reserve financial year commences 1 October.
We are budgeting an income of R193 064.84 in
2021.
The Friends of Steenbok membership amount to
39%. In terms of the KM - LIRA Agreement, the
Municipality gives a yearly grant, of 24% of income.
LIRA similarly contributes via a yearly grant of 28%
of income. Smaller amounts come from interest
received on the Trust’s reserves, and donations and
funds raised.
The heavy reliance on Friends of Steenbok Trust
members’ voluntary subscriptions highlights the importance of the Reserve’s membership recruiting
efforts. Fundraising will also become an important activity, particularly if the impacts of the pandemic
have a negative effect on the Reserve’s current sources of income.
Expenditure budgeted for 2021 amounts to R176
999.96. The majority is spent on maintaining the
Reserve in its current form.
This together with plants, fertilizers, alien clearing
and tools amounts to 60% of the budget. Another
22% is spent on litter collection. Irrigation, admin
costs, website and printing costs comprise the
remainder of expenditure.

MEMBERSHIP
The recruitment of new members and retention of existing members is a priority for all the Management
Committee members. Recruitment is promoted through personal networks as well as through making
personal contact with visitors to the Reserve. An increase in membership of 5%, taking the total to 285, is
targeted for 2021

SEAWALL
A 950-metre-long seawall protects the northern shore of the Reserve, stretching from the eastern
entrance on Links Drive to the Boat Club boundary in the west. A wide grassed towpath provides
an attractive water’s edge
walk on the landside of the
seawall.
The original 1930s seawall was
a stone structure averaging
approximately 1.5 metres high.
The seawall has since been
reinforced with a gunite
concrete coating, which has
been patched and repaired in
various places as the need
arose.
An
assessment
of
the
condition of the various
Leisure Island seawalls has
been recently completed.

The one area of concern is the
portion of the seawall
separating the eastern salt marsh from the lagoon.
Two drainage pipes allow for a restricted tidal interchange, and it appears that some of the drainage
is occurring outside of the pipes, and causing settlement of the seawall and footpath in this area. This
needs to be further investigated before remedial work is undertaken – an opportunity exists to
increase the size of the drain pipes or to create a wide opening in the seawall to allow a less restricted
tidal interchange.
Preventative maintenance should be done on the entire gunite wall – with backfilling and patching
of cracks to prevent further erosion and deterioration, according to a program that prioritises the
urgency of the work.

LIRA has obtained the
necessary
environmental
authorisations from the
Department
of
Environmental Affairs, the
Western Cape Provincial
Government, and SANParks
to undertake like for like
repairs to the seawalls for a
five-year period.

EDUCATIONAL TOURS
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In the past year the Reserve has had visits from
CX soccer, Oakhill, Queen Bee, Angel Hearts,
Ashford School, Knysna Epilepsy, and Knysna
Primary.

Steenbok Reserve representatives have also
visited all the schools in the Greater Knysna area,
donating copies of our educational booklet to
their libraries.

Steenbok has also hosted the Dendrological
Society, WESSA’s Knysna Lagoon bird count and
Knysna Basin’s chameleon census, and organised
an educational Christmas tour for the Island
residents and their children.

RAINFALL
The rainfall for the month of October was 89 mm. As can be seen on the cumulative graph, our rainfall
for the ten months so far this year has exceeded the full year's rainfall for last year.
As our rain recorder, Peter Dieterich, commented
"Not at all bad”.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Steenbok AGM will take place in the New Year. The trustees felt that the restrictions imposed by the
Covid-19 pandemic would limit the number of people allowed
to attend. Advance notice will be posted on all the media
platforms.

PROPOSED PROJECTS for 2021
Improved Litter and Dog Bins
A project to rationalise and improve litter and dog mess collection and disposal is in the planning
stages. This will have two components: new infrastructure, and an information campaign. Revised
staffing requirements and new collecting procedures have already been put into place and are
working well.
The intention is to replace existing municipal swing bins and Reserve dog mess bins with larger
more attractive multi-purpose bins. There will be fewer of these bins, more conveniently
positioned for both visitors and cleaning staff. They will be more hygienic: larger, lidded, with
plastic bin-liners, and with anti-litter stickers. New dog mess bag dispensers will also be provided.
This project will remove the many unsightly dog mess bins that currently line the pathways in the
Reserve, and hopefully encourage dog owners to be more responsible in picking up and disposing
of their dogs’ mess.

Reserve Map
The Municipality’s ICT Department has agreed to supply an updated high-resolution aerial
photograph of the Reserve, which can be used as a base for a new general layout map of
Steenbok Nature Reserve. This new map can then replace the one currently used on signboards
and on the website.
The higher degree of accuracy
achievable with a highresolution base will facilitate
the preparation of a layered set
of plans that are able to map
the Reserve in greater detail,
and which will serve as a useful
multi-purpose database for
management.
Information that would be
shown could include updated
cadastral and lease diagrams,
accurate depictions of the
OLD MAP OF STEENBOK NATURE RESERVE
various ecozones, listing of
natural features and built infrastructure, visitor information, planning initiatives and projects etc.
This mapping could be done with the Municipality’s in-house technicians, or may require outside
consultants to be contracted.

