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KIANI SATU
 

The first part of the month of August was an anxious period 
for all who appreciate the natural wealth that we, in this area 
of the world, are privileged to enjoy. When the Kiani Satu ran 
aground off the Goukamma Nature Reserve, the threat of 
large scale oil pollution  along the coast and within the lagoon 
was very real and very serious. 

We start this news update by thanking our municipality and 
all the other authorities who managed this potential crises in 
such a professional and inclusive way. We are also grateful to 
those who were so diligent in ensuring that regular and clear 
updates were provided over this tense period. 

Our special thanks to members of the LIRA committee for 
the extra effort they put in to ensure good communications.

It was with great relief that on Saturday 17th of August, we read this sentence;
“The Kiani Satu li!ed off the Goukamma Nature Reserve and Marine Protected Area today at 11.30am 
and is currently heading out to sea.”.

SUNBIRDS IN STEENBOK PARK 

At this time of the year several species of these colourful, 
vocal and active birds are found in Steenbok Park, particularly 
in the indigenous garden areas where they find nectar-
producing plants - such as aloes, crane flowers (Strelizia 
reginae), red hot pokers (Kniphofia spp.) and wild dagga 
(Leonotus leonurus) - as well as spiders and small insects.

The most common species which can be seen in the Park 
include the Amethyst, Greater Double-collared and Southern 
Double-collared Sunbirds, with the Malachite Sunbird an 
occasional sighting. 

The males are colourful and iridescent, while the females are 
uniformly drab. Most species mate for life and usually nest in 
spring and summer from August to March. 

   STEENBOK   UPDATE

Greater Double-collared Sunbird 
(Cinnyris afer)



Most sunbirds use spider webs to bind together a variety of plant material when building their 
nests – usually built by the female, who lay two eggs at a time. 

Klaas’s Cuckoo, whose distinctive call (‘huee-jee’ repeated 5-6 times) is heard in the Park 
during summer, is known to lay its eggs in sunbirds’ nests, (e.g. the Greater Double-collared 
Sunbird) and to leave the rearing of its chicks to the sunbird host parents.

Photographs by Colin Beggs & Trevor Hardaker
 

THE FINANCES OF STEENBOK RESERVE

The budgeted income for our year ending 30 
September 2013 is R 144 500. There are four 
major sources: grants from the Knysna 
Municipality and the Leisure Isle Residents 
Association, membership fees received from 
Friends of Steenbok and the proceeds of our 
annual plant sale that forms a part of the 
Leisure Isle Festival.  In addition we receive an 
annual donation from Gardening at Leisure and 
some interest earned from our reserves. 
The  breakdown of relative contribution from these sources is shown in the chart above.

Expenses for this period are budgeted at R 156, 300. 
resulting in a deficit of R 11, 600. This will be funded 
out of our reserves. 

Our expenses fall into the three categories shown to 
the left. The bulk of the maintenance costs are 
covered by the grants from the municipality and 
LIRA, hence member funds can be used  for new 
projects, promotion and administration. The two 
major new projects for this year have been the 

improvement of parking areas and the new hut which serves a dual purpose - the storage of our 
gardening equipment and an information center. 

At this stage our actual income and expenditure are very close to the budget and so we are 
confident that we will end the year on target. 
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