Steenbok Nature Reserve News
August 2012
Infestation of caterpillars
Many have enquired about the “nasty” looking
caterpillars that have been devouring the leaves of
Taaibos (Searsia) bushes in recent months. They
are Bombycomorpha bifascia the larvae of the
Barred Eggarlet Moth.
This
rather
insignificant white
coloured moth lays
its eggs on the
branches of different
types of Taaibos
bushes in early
winter
The
caterpillars, which
are
highly
gregarious, hatch
from July and groups
of them mass
together as they
munch their way through the leaves of the Taaibos.
In many cases whole bushes are stripped of every
leaf and left bare. Within a matter of weeks it will
then be seen that the plants are still alive and soon
full of leaf. Once fully grown, the caterpillars
descend to the ground where they create tough
cocoons in which to pupate.

Although it has been reported from Natures Valley
that Cuckoos and Black-headed Orioles feed on
these worms no observations of any birds eating
them have been witnessed in the Park. The only
conclusion that we can reach is that the caterpillars
play a role in nature in keeping under control the
often rampant spreading of the Searsia species.

Kiddies cycle races

As part of the Oyster Festival a large crowd turned
out on the second Sunday of July to support
children participating in the Spur Sponsored
Kiddies Cycle Races. Three different sections
catered for children from ages 2 to 9 and the races
followed various routes along the seawall, into the
entrance gardens, back into the Park and then on to
the brick pathway and back to the Boat Club.
Parents, grandparents and friends took great delight
in photographing the 350 participants and it was
clear that this was again the most photographed
event of the year!
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Lilies are pushing
Our picture taken a few days ago shows Veltheimia
bracteata the Forest lily in full bloom in a partly
shaded area of the Indigenous Garden. At the same
time the Satyrium princeps ground orchids are
pushing up west of the tennis courts in preparation
for the first flowers at the end of September.
In the grasslands there are many other varieties of
bulbs poking their way through the grasses as they
sense that spring is just around the corner.

Rainfall
Many long-time residents of Leisure Isle and Knysna are expressing the view that we have experienced in
recent months the wettest and coldest winter ever. Examination of rainfall figures would certainly indicate
this. By the end of August we could well reach the 20 year annual average in the first 8 months of the year.

SNIPPETS
★Following the special grant from the Knysna Municipality maintenance and restoration of the Steenbok
seawall was successfully completed in July.
★ The Leisure Isle Festival will take place this year over the weekend of 20 & 21 October. Please remember
that funds raised from the plant stall will be used by Friends of Steenbok to improve the reserve.
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